
 

 

 

 

August Gardening To Do List 

Plant Care:  

• Plant cold weather vegetables such as snap beans, lima beans, broccoli, Brussel 

sprouts, swiss chard, cucumbers, parsley, and summer squash. For a better 

start, shade transplants from afternoon sun and water carefully for the first few 

weeks.  NOTE:  If the heat is too much for you, these crops can also be planted 

throughout September and into the first of October.   

• August is not the best time for planting shrubs and trees but if you must, keep the 

root ball and surrounding soil moist to encourage root growth into the 

surrounding soil. Once the plant has become 

established, taper watering to an “as needed 

basis.”  

• Plant spring wildflowers for germination in late 

summer or early fall. Start seeds of fall 

favorites, such as poppies, hollyhock, and 

larkspur. They must germinate in late summer 

or early fall, develop good root systems, and 

be ready to grow in spring when the weather 

warms. 

Prune: 

• Prune roses – dead canes and any weak or bushy growth. Cut back tall, vigorous 

bushes to about 30 inches. After pruning, apply fertilizer and water thoroughly. 

 

Fertilize: 

• Warm season grasses early in the month with 3-1-2 or 4-1-2 ratio fertilizer only if 

need as determined by a soil test.  

• Apply specialty fertilizer to roses to promote fall blooms. 

Pests and Diseases:  

• Treat water bugs and roaches with boric acid lightly dusted around trouble spots. 

• Watch for webworms in pecan and mulberry trees and spray if there are several 

webs present. 

Larkspur 



• Look for chinch bugs in sunny areas of St. Augustine turf especially near streets 

and driveways.  

• Grub worms create a less regularly shaped yellow spot in grass where they have 

eaten the roots. If you can lift a patch of grass and find four grub worms per 

square foot, contact the Rockwall County Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Office 

for an appropriate insecticide.  

• Keep fire ants at bay – use the Texas Two-Step Method.  See the PEST section 

of this website – ROCKMGA. 

 

Maintenance:  

• Keep mower set at a taller height to encourage deep rooting, drought tolerance, 

and better coverage in shady areas. Remove only 1/3 of the leaf blade with each 

mowing to prevent the grass from scorching.  

• Your lawn will need watering when blades fold or roll, when footprints show up in 

the grass, or when the grass loses its shine and becomes dull. Apply 1-inch of 

water once or twice a week to wet the soil deeply and keep the roots strong.  

• Water outdoor pots daily.  

 

 

Water wisely during August. 


