
 

 

 

 

June Gardening To Do List 

Plant Care:  

• Shrubs can be planted now. Water carefully and check often. A Texas summer is 

the hardest on new plants. Try planting in the fall, it’s the least stressful on new 

shrubs and trees by allowing roots to grow while the weather is cool. Select 

shrubs with their growth habit and 

placement in mind, this will mean less 

trimming later.  

• Select crepe myrtles in-bloom to ensure 

desired color.  

• Warm season turf grass can be planted. 

Water carefully to establish.  

• Plant heat-tolerant annuals, such as 

globe amaranth, cockscomb, cleome, 

cosmos, periwinkle, sunflowers, 

purslane, and marigolds.  

• Direct-seed zinnias and portulaca. 

 

Prune:  

• Blackberry plants to remove all canes 

that have just borne fruit.  

• Trim fall blooming plants by about 1/3 

for best bloom. This includes fall asters 

and mums.  

• Remove flowers from foliage plants to 

best maintain vigorous growth. This 

includes coleus, lamb’s ear, and dusty 

miller.  

• Trim old flower clusters from butterfly 

bush and crepe myrtles for continuous 

bloom.  
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Prune – continued: 

• Remove faded flowers from plants before they set seed to keep them growing 

and producing flowers. Use hedge shears and remove only the spent flowers and 

a few inches of stem.  

• For re-blooming salvias, such as Salvia greggii, prune periodically during the 

summer.  

• Prune fall blooming perennials, such as Mexican Mint Marigold, 

Chrysanthemums, Obedient Plants (Physostegia virginiana), and Mexican Bush 

Sage (Salvia leucantha) to keep them compact, reducing the need for staking. 

Stop this process September 1 to allow flower buds to form. 

Fertilize: 

• Use 3-1-2 or 4-1-2 ratio fertilizer for grass, trees, and shrubs.  

• Watch for yellowed leaves with dark green veins on leaves of shrubs and trees. 

This is a sign of iron chlorosis. Treat with iron/sulfur supplements.  

• Remember to fertilize flowering pots on the patio and porch every month. Daily 

watering in the heat of summer leaches out a lot of nutrients and they need that 

extra boost. 

Other:  

• Check birdhouses to make sure fire ants do not invade the nest. Fire ant baits 

and controls can be placed at the post base to deter them.  

• Bees are necessary for pollination and should be protected. If a pesticide must 

be applied, don’t apply in daytime while bees are active. Treat plants very early in 

the morning or late in the afternoon.  

• House plants can be moved out of doors this month. Sink the pots in a cool, 

shaded garden bed to prevent them from drying out so quickly. 

• Water pots, container plants, and hanging baskets often. 

 

 


