
Earth-Kind uses research-proven 
techniques to provide maximum 
gardening and landscape enjoy-
ment while preserving and protect-
ing our environment.

The objective of Earth-Kind is to 
combine the best of organic and 
traditional gardening and land-
scaping principles to create a new 
horticultural system based on real-
world effectiveness and environ-
mental responsibility.

The principal goals of Earth-Kind 
include:

Water conservation;;
The safe use and handling ;;
of fertilizers & pesticides
Reduction of yard wastes ;;
entering urban landfills�
Landscaping for Energy ;;
Conservation

As your interest and knowledge in 
these areas grows you will have 
an increased awareness of the 
many programs, practices and ac-
tivities that are Earth-Kind. Work-
ing together we can make a differ-
ence in conserving and protecting 
ourvaluable natural resources.

For more information 

see our Web site:

EarthKind.tamu.edu
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Select trees, shrubs and ground-
covers based on their adaptability 
to your region’s soil and climate. 
Texas is blessed with an abun-
dance of beautiful native plants 
which are naturally adapted to 
the region. Most have lower water 
demands, fewer pest problems 
and less fertilizer needs than many 
nonadapted, exotic plants brought 
into Texas landscapes.

Through the support of the nursery industry, native Texas plants have
become more available in retail nurseries and garden centers. Combining 
Texas natives with well-adapted non-native plants is a key to a
beautiful, interesting landscape which conserves water.

Grass Selection:
When considering a landscape’s 
water requirement, it is important to 
note that turfgrasses require more 
frequent watering and maintenance 
than most other landscape plants. 
Carefully select grass according to 
its intended use, planting location 
and maintenance requirements.

St. Augustinegrass and bermuda-
grass are most often used for lawns in Texas. Zoysiagrass, buffalograss 
and centipedegrass are used less often but offer much promise for land-
scape water conservation.

Grasses available for use in Texas lawns vary signifcantly in water re-
quirements. Planting the lowest water use turfgrass adapted to the region 
is an effective way to reduce landscape irrigation requirements.

Achieving a significant reduction in water consumption and landscape 
maintenance may also involve reducing the size of water-sensitive lawns 
through the use of patios, decks, shrub beds and groundcovers. Also, 
when designing or evaluating turfgrass areas in the landscape, consider 
the ease or difficulty for any irrigation equipment to efficiently water. Try to 
eliminate long, narrow areas and maintain more blocky, square areas.

Plant Selection:


